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Party by her economic position.   These Swiss liberals
had been the creators of the democratic Swiss con-
stitution, including the grant of full civic rights to the
Jews * theoretically they should have been diametrically
opposed to National Socialism, the more since the
Nazis were bitterly anti-capitalist in spite of thek skill
in posing as the friends of employers when they needed
to replenish their funds.   But the Swiss Freethinking
Party was largely dominated by industrialists who
depended upon the German market and financiers who
looked for returns upon their substantial investments
in the Reich; there were also the hoteliers who had
long counted on the tremendous influx of tourists
from Germany.   Switzerland, contrary to the ordinary
visitor's  impression, is a predominantly industrial
country, and its industry is old.  Its Renaissance towns
already had their industrial activities, which were
greatly stimulated by the expulsion of the Huguenots
from France in 1685.   And then in the eighteenth and
nineteenth centuries came big mechanical develop-
ments which kept pace with England and were mostly
ahead of Germany and France.   To-day, therefore, in
addition to the ancient watch industry in the west,
there is first and foremost the big machine industry
with its largest centres at Zurich and Winterthur, but
also a large cotton industry mostly in the east around
St. Gallen and elsewhere, a chemical industry, with its
headquarters  at Basle, and a furniture-making in-
dustry centred at Basle and Zurich;   this  is only
to mention the most outstanding industrial activity.
But it all depends upon imported raw materials and
markets abroad, and was built up in the nineteenth
century  on  Manchester  assumptions   about inter-